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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


We would like to point out that following -your name on the 
address slip this month is a number that should be very important to 
you. It is the number of the issue with which your present subscrip- 
tion to The Western Railroader expires. This is issue 58. 

Without raising the issue of “THERE’S A WAR ON” we’d like to 
take a poll on what kind of support we could get from the 3-B’s, 
4-F’s and the like for a trolly trip this summer provided some line 
can see their way clear to let us have a car and crew some Sunday. 
Drop us a card as to what lines you would like to ride on. We were 
reading a copy of THE MODERN TRAMWAY, publication of the 
Light Railway Transportation League (trolly fans of England), and 
noted that they were still taking trolly trips. We can’t see why we 
can’t get enough fellows together to do likewise. Drop us a card today 
if you are available. Suggested trips include: 

Last trip over the Market Street Railway and/or first trip over 
the combined system (if and when); Key System trip in an el train; 
trip on the PG&E lines in Sacramento. We’re not sure any of these 
companies can accommodate us, but if enough fellows want to have 
a trip, we are willing to make the contacts. 

Doug Richter writes that both the two and three of the Arcata 
& Mad River were built by the Golden Gate and Miners Iron Works 


of San Francisco and sends the following complete information on 
the 4, 5, 6 and “7”: 





4 2-4-0 9x14 37 130 3380 24000 Baldwin 1883—9249 
5 2-4-0 10x16 37 160 6000 32000 Baldwin 1901—18564 
6 2-4-2 11x16 37 ©6160 7115 40000 Baldwin 1905—27073 


7 2-8-2T 20x24 44 190 35200 191000 Brooks 1926—67189 
Built for the Charles Nelson Lbr. Co. as their 7—Northern Red. Lbr. Co. 


It looks like we started something when we made that rather 
brief list of fans we knew in the service. The following local fans are 
also in the armed forces: Don Gunn, Francis Casey, John H. Vogel, A. 
Cristoni, Dudley Key, William Frudenberg, Ted Wurm, Eric Hald- 
kiar, Harmon Austin, Marvin Maynard, Jack Dowling and Ted Rench. 





For the Western Railfan 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
502 N. Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif. 
Subscription rates: 50c for ten issues; twenty for a dollar. 
Official Publication of the Northern California Railroad Club 
Theodore Gibson, Chairman, 118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, Calif. 
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MY FAVORITE RAIL-PHOTO 


from the collection of D. 8. RICHTER 











1936, 
wasn’t quite the occupation it has 
been in more recent years—rail 
history was less complete; good 
cameras in the hands of the fans 
were rarer; long trips were un- 
usual; and, above all, there were 


Back in railfanning 


many, many roads and engines 
yet undiscovered and unphoto- 
graphed, at least by the majority 
of the fans. Such was the back- 
ground when I: stumbled onto 
what has proved to be my most 
valued locomotive photograph. 
In July of 1936 I was driving 
toward Klamath Falls; and at 
the little town of Macdoel, 15 
miles south of the Oregon border, 
there sat the engine shown above. 
Macdoel is miles from nowhere 
and looks it; this old 4-4-0 was 
even more ‘desolate, with her 
rust-eaten: and weather-beaten 
frame resting on a stretch of rails 
just large enough to .accommo- 
date it. I still don’t: know how 
long she had been in that position, 
even though I have traced her 


career back to the 80’s, when she 
was born as UP 655; to her brief 
stay on the Virginia & Truckee 
as their first 25; and to her work 
for the Towle Bros. Lbr. Co. near 
the summit of the “Big Hill” on 
the SP. All I can say is that she 
has always been the most ancient, 
the most decrepit, the most for- 
lorn, and the most nearly perfect 
engine I have ever seen. Should 
that sound contradictory, just 
bear in mind the fact that the 
last part of the statement is from 
the viewpoint of a railfan. 

So I offer you an abandoned 
wood-burning 4-4-0 as my fav- 
orite rail photo subject, one 
which I had never seen or heard 
of before I made her acquaintance 
among clumps of sagebrush six 
years ago. I have seen many pho- 
tographs in many collections of 
similar engines, but not one of 
them can compare to the liking 
I hold for American Fruit Ex- 
press Co. 25 and the memory of 
the thrill I had in finding her. 
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Northern Notes 


The Northern Pacific has sold 
another W-1 2-8-2 to the Alaska 
Railroad. This time it was the 
1692.—AF. 

The “City of Seattle’, UP 
streamliner between Seattle 
and Portland ceased operations 
March 14th making its last run 
to Portland on that date—HAH. 

The North Bend Timber Com- 
pany 6, a Pacific Coast shay, is 
standing in a Seattle junk yard 
awaiting sale. 

The sole electric car left in 
the city of Seattle is the old 
North Coast line locomotive 250 
which is used on several thou- 


sand feet of track hauling cars 
of coal to a Puget Sound Power 
and Light power plant.—HAH. 
(No! We don’t count the Mil- 
waukee Road’s juice hogs which 
still operate in and out of 
Seattle.) 





Meeting Notice 


Northern California 
Railroad Club 


Meeting April 17th and May 
15th at home of chairman, 
118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, 
Calif. 











Western Railroad Photos 
This Month’s Special: 


Complete set of 12 size 116 
photographs of engines of the 
Michigan - California Lumber 


Company. 


75‘ for set postpaid 
THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


502 N. CLAREMONT STREET 
SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 
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Leading Logging Cos. 
Still Using Railroads 


As reported by the West 
Coast Lumberman, out of thirteen 
California lumber mills placing 
in the top 100 in the western 
states, the first twelve are still 
operating railroads. The list fol- 
lows in order of annual cuttings: 

Red River Lumber Co., Mc- 
Cloud River Lumber Co., The 
Pacific Lumber Co., Long-Bell 
Lumber Co., (Weed operations), 
Hammond Redwood Co., Union 
Lumber Co., Fruit Growers Sup- 
ply (Lassen operations), Picker- 
ing Lumber Co., Feather River 
Pine Mills, Yosemite Sugar Pine 
Co., Clover Valley Lumber Co., 
Westside Lumber Co., and Shaw 
Lumber Co., (trucking operation). 

Nearly all of the top mills in 
the western states operate rail- 
roads. 

a 
Lake Tahoe 1 Returns 


Home As Memorial 


Lake Tahoe Railway number 
1, which was sold to the Nevada 
County Narrow Gauge ae few 
years ago for parts, has been re- 
ported resold to the son of the 
former owner of the Lake Tahoe 
Railway for a memorial to Mr. 
D. L. Bliss who helped start the 
line in 1875. The engine will be 
on display at Glenwood. 


Sells Engines 

Pickering 4 and 7, 2-truck 
Heislers, have been sold and are 
reported operating somewhere in 
central California. 

Last season, Pickering opera- 
ted their No. 11, 3-truck Shay, 
ex-Forrest Lumber Co., thereby 
releasing the two smaller engines. 


Miscellaneous 
Steam Notes 


The Granite Rock Company 
has purchased a small three-foot 
tank engine from the Pacific 
Portland Cement Company’s San 
Juan plant. The engine was 
built for the Old Mission Cement 
Company and has become No. 8 
on the Granite Rock line. 


Note that the SP is moving its 
train numbers half way back on 
the boiler like the present Santa 
Fe practice. Many 4300 and 
4400’s are now equipped. 


The NWP 228, a 0-6-0, is now 
in service on the Pacific Electric 
as a switcher at Wingfoot station. 
The PE has been using steam 
helpers on the Covina line 
freights for some time. 


The WP _  has_ been _ using 
D&RGW mikes 1206 and 1212 
as well as C&NW 2449 and 2473 
and DM&IR 506, 514 and 515. 
The D&RGW and DM&IR were 
scheduled to be returned on 
March 15th. 


a 


Almanor RR 
To Start Operations 


The Almanor Railroad, form- 
erly the _ electrified Chester 
branch of the Red River Lbr. Co., 
is reportedly beginning opera- 
tions. 

The railroad is owned by the 
Collins Pine Company, formerly 
known as the Grande Ronde Pine 
Company. Motive power for the 
Almanor Railroad will be brought 
down from one of the company’s 
northern operations. 
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It looks as though the controversy 
between SP electric coaches and PE 
equipment has finally been settled. 


IER Cars On the PE 


By PFC IRA L. SWETT 


First Calship Specials operated 
on the new Terminal Island line 
Friday, March 19th, 1943. This 
marked the first time electric 
interurban cars ever operated on 
Terminal Island. With opening of 
the new line, the old Calship 
terminal at Catalina Terminal, 
Wilmington, was removed from 
use. Original schedule calls for 
five trips from L.A. (6th and 
Main — including one limited) 
with four trips scheduled from 
Calship. Average time en route, 
70 minutes. Round trip fare is 
39c_ collected by turnstiles at 
Terminal Island Station. Any 
profit will be split between the 
PE and the Maritime Commission. 
Initial trains consisted of two 
cars, but by April Ist, three cars 
were usual with one of four 
noted. Equipment used is 100% 
Maritime Commission cars, ex- 
IER. PE’s Torrance shops has re- 
leased 24 of these “dreadnaughts” 
with 35 more being held in re- 
serve. 

The big event of the year to 
date has been the appearance of 
these famous cars on the PE sys- 
tem. Since 1912 debate has waxed 
and waned as to the design of 
these SP electric coaches. The 
philosophy which resulted in 
their construction was to build a 
car as light as was consistent 


with safety, yet as large as was 
consistent with economical oper- 
ation with motors not particu- 
larly noted for speed. On the 
other hand, the PE ordered a 
much heavier car per lineal foot, 
with motors designed to attain a 
fairly high balancing speed. Now 
that the two schools of thought 
have finally met on a common 
proving ground, it is the IER 
cars which suffer by comparison. 
After exhaustive trials, top speed 
of these behemoths appears to be 
in the neighborhood of 38 miles 
per hour, much below the stand- 
ard PE interurban car. To remedy 
this, steps are being taken as this 
is written to install G.E. field- 
shunting on the motor ears. 
Should this prove practical, the 
IERs will be able to touch 50— 
about the speed level of the 
slower PE equipment. In _§far- 
from-enthusiastic fairness to the 
SP designers, the IERs did have 
to make many stops on their or- 
iginal runs around Oakland, BUT 
if they had been 20 miles per 
hour faster, they might still be 
operating in the bay area today. 
Experience has shown that. the 
public puts speed at least -on .a 
par with comfort and. safety. 
Steps are being taken. to mo- 
torize PE trailers of the 1200 and 
4500 classes. Motors to be used 
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will be removed from IER motor 
cars and speeded up through the 
use of field-shunting. Cars 1242- 
1251 and 4512-4518 will be af- 
fected. IER 316, 317, 318 and 319 
have already been shorn of their 
motors and now run the Calship 
Special as trailers, but as unusual 
trailers with resistance and other 
trivia still encumbering their un- 
dersides. The current trailer-mo- 
torizing scheme envisages the 
switching of trucks and other 
electrical equipment from = the 
IERs. In the case of the ex-NWP 
trailers the switch will be simple 
as the bodies are identical. As 
for the 1242s, difficulty may be 
experienced in fitting the large 
trucks to the present bolsters. In 
all 17 IER motors will be clipped. 


The continued high-perform- 
ance records being turned in by 
the ex-NWP cars insures their 
retention after the war. Original 
plan was to scrap them after the 
emergency. The easy way the 
motors handle trailers has_ the 
PE blinking. 

Last month’s mention of NWP 
904, gas-electric combo, going in- 
to switching service on the PE 
non-electrified area around San 
Bernardino has been verified. 
The 904 did a good job but her 
length of 72 feet proved too great 
a handicap. The car is now being 
stripped at Torrance and will be 
shortened by 30 feet. The result- 
ing job will resemble the present 
gas hogs, the 1501 and 1502. Two 
cuts will be made: one nine inches 
in from the light end (thus pre- 
serving the complete end); the 
second will be made between the 
baggage compartment door and 
the passenger compartment. The 
passenger compartment will be 
scrapped, and all electrical equip- 
ment now carried underneath will 


be brought up into the old bag- 
gage compartment. The SP is 
said to be watching this experi- 
ment closely. If the revamped 904 
proves a_ success four more 
NWP’s will follow her south. (It 
begins to look as though the PE- 
NWP merger will prove a happy 
one.) The 904 will have a trolly 
pole (as do the 1501 and 1502) 
to operate signals. 

PE NOTES: Freight motor 1553 
(twin of the famous 1554), 1556 
and 1565 are back in service af- 
ter being worked over at Tor- 
rance. Car 1029 (1361) has been 
sold in wrecked condition and 
1039 has been burned. Automatic 
safety stops have been installed 
on all 31 remaining 950’s for use 
in the PE Northern district 
subway. 

= 


Southern Notes 


The Virginia & Truckee 20 
has found a temporary haven at 
the Kaiser Steel plant at Fon- 


. tana, California.—RPM. 


The Santa Fe is installing CTC 
from Old Town to Fullerton on 
the Fourth District and double 
tracking from Fullerton to 
Hobart on the Third District. 


The San Diego and Arizona 
Eastern is using SP 1627 and 
1644 in branch line freight as 


well as several of the low 2300 
class 4-6-0’s from the SP de 
Mexico. 


The six Third Avenue Railway 
cars from New York recently 
acquired by the San Diego Elec- 
tric were 822, 825, 826, 832 and 
836. They are eight feet shorter 
than the previous New York 
cars and will be renumbered 
SDE 1051 to 1056. 
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Bamberger Electric 


Using IER Cars 


The IER cars on the Bamberger 
Electric are being used to haul 
employees from Ogden, Utah, to 
the Arsenal. There are six trail- 
ers pulled by a juice motor on 
the Bamberger and a diesel on 
the Arsenal grounds. The cars 
have been renumbered 101 to 106 
and repainted olive drab with 
pale blue lettering. They have 
“U.S. Army” on the letterboard 
with “Ogden Ordnance Depot” 
below the windows. The gates 
have. been removed, but the cars 
are still recognizable.—Haldkiar 

The Bamberger is quite busy 
using their larger cars for most 
of the schedules as the stream- 
liners are much too small for the 
more important runs.. Most fans 
will be surprised to know that 
this line operates two-car trains 
with one man. 


— 


New Election On 
MSRy Purchase 


April 20th the people of San 
Francisco will get a second chance 
to vote on the purchase plan for 
municipal ownership of the Mar- 
ket Street Railway. Though voted 
down at the last general election, 
the matter was brought up as a 
single-issue election due to the 
transit crisis in the city due to 
the lack of unification of trolly 
facilities which has-a hundred 
or so Market Streetcars in stor- 
age while the Municipal Railway 
is crying for cars. Full use of all 
railway equipment over all exist- 
ing trackage is contemplated un- 
der the unified operation. 


Miscellaneous 
Juice Notes , 


The former SN cars on the 
Key System have gone into ser- 
vice on the Berkeley line of the 
Key System making one round 
trip morning and evening. The 
story is that their use was de- 
layed because of the absence of 
fare registers, said lack being 
discovered one morning just as 
the cars were going on _ their 
first run. Well, at least it is a 
good story. 


The ten former IER cars now 
in service between Portland and 
the Vancouver ship yards are 
being pulled by SP&S steam 
engines. Service started on March 
l with the train taking 40 min- 
utes for the run to the Vancouver 
yards. Patronage was light even 
though the trains furnish the 
fastest public transportation to 
the yards. The IER trailers look 
much the same as they did on 
the IER except for the name and 
the lack of automatic couplers. 


‘The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission has denied the applica- 
tion of the Petaluma & Santa 
Rosa for permission to abandon 
its Two Rock branch as it found 
that its continued operation 
would not be a too serious drain 
on the company’s finances. 


The Pacific Electric has _ re- 
ceived permission to restore rail 
service on its line to Balboa re- 
placing its motor coach line. The 
operations will be a shuttle line 
between 21st Streeet in Newport 
Beach and Willow Street in North 
Long Beach connecting with Long 
Beach-Los Angeles trains. 


March -/ 
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tank car shortage, 


TANK CAR SUBSTITUTE 


Invented by Mark J. Fields, Chicagoan, as a solution to the 
his box car-to-tank car conversion scheme 


consists of dividing an ordinary box car into four compartments 
by means of wooden bulkheads. In each compartment is a canvas 
container, treated on the inside with a rubber synthetic. Each tank 
has a 4-inch intake and a 4-inch outlet. 








The Switch List 


ELMER CUMMING, 3039 Bart- 
lett St., Oakland, Calif. Will buy 
Shipyard Railway pics 116 or 
larger. Also buys pics of line car 
No. 1201 at Northbrae tunnel. 

KEN KIDDER, 1948 Pacific, 
San Francisco, Calif. Has pix, 
size 616, of 10 juice lines in Calif. 
for sale at 5c each, 30 for $1. No 
list. 


GEO. H. YATER, 337 Kenwood 
Way, Louisville, Ky., wants to 
purchase copy of July- August 
1942, issue of Western Railroader. 

JACK GIBSON, 14 E. Main, 
Los Gatos, Calif., wants pix or 
negs of standard gauge A&MR 
locomotives. 

FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. 
Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif., 
wants pix of TPC No. 400 (A. D. 
Schader 5). 
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Roster of Nevada County Narrow Gauge 


1 440 42% llxl6 42,000 130 Baldwin 1875 
“Grass Valley”. Scrapped in 1936. 


2 2-60 36 llxl6 35,000 130 Baldwin 1875 
“Nevada”. Scrapped in 1936. 

§$ 440 42% llxl6 38,000 140 Baldwin 1876 
Scrapped in 1936. 

4 060 28 10x14 30,000 140  Porter-Bell 1875 
“Santa Cruz”. Ex Santa Cruz & Felton No. 1, Carson & Tahoe 
Lumber & Fluming No. 4. Acquired in 1900, scrapped in 1915. 

5 260 40% 13x16 46,000 130 Baldwin 1875 
“Tahoe”. Ex Carson & Tahoe Lumber & Fluming No. 5, acquired 
in 1900. Sold in 1942 to Universal Picture Corp. 

6 260 48 16x20 65,600 140 New York 1883 

Originally Portland & Willamette Valley No. 3, later South 

Pacific Coast 25, sold to Mitchell Mining Co., lettered La Dicka 

& Pacific No. 1, but not delivered. Stored in San Francisco until 

1915 when it was acquired by NCNG. Scrapped in 1936. 

440 44 14x18 49,000 140 Baldwin 1881 

Ex Carson & Colorado 4, Nevada-California 4, SP 4, acquired 

June 6, 1929. Scrapped January 1937. 

8 2-8-0 36 15x20 94,000 130 Baldwin 1880 
Ex Denver & Rio Grande 42, D&RGW 183, acquired in 1932. 

9 280 40 17x20 94,000 180 Baldwin 1914 


Ex Nevada-California-Oregon No. 14, SP No. 1, acquired De- 
cember 31, 1933. Sold to U.S. Navy Department, 1942. 


~I 


On the cover 


” Swinging NCNG No. 8 on the Colfax Table” 


engraved in linoleum by Jim Morley from a picture by Walt 
Yost. The photo was taken on the last day of tariff operations 
and therefore has a historic value. 





Realizing this, the Western Railroader has reprinted the. block 
on heavy 5x7 art stock suitable for framing or mounting in your 
album. These may be obtained from the Western Railroader. at the 
nominal charge of 10c each,. or two for 15c, to cover handling costs. 
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NEW LOCOS ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC 





—Photo by G. M. Best, from D. S. Richter 


Erroneously reported as SP 3950 and 3951 in the last issue, the 
3930 and 3931 are a pair of handsome looking compound Mallets 
acquired by the Southern Pacific from the Verdi Tunnel & Smelter 
Co., ex 500-501. They have been given class MM-3; have 23/2& 
37x32 cyls., 57” drivers, 220 Ibs. b.p., 88000 Ibs. t.f., weigh 376000 


Ibs. on drivers, and 447000 without tender. 


Alco-Schen. in 1920. 


They were built by 








Newaukum Valley 
Being Dismantled 


The Mud Bay Logging Com- 
pany number 4, a 2-8-2, has been 


rented by the Newaukum Valley 
Railroad for use in dismantling 
the line of the Carlisle Lumber 
Company and the Newaukum 
Valley. The Mud Bay 4, which 
has been sitting in a railroad 
equipment company yard _ in 
Seattle for some time was called 
in as the Newaukum Valley has 
sold its equipment to the SP and 
other roads. The 521 and 522, 
now 3297 and 3298, are said to be 
scheduled for use on the Oregon 
California and Eastern line out 
of Klamath Falls which is oper- 
ated by the SP and Great North- 
ern. Newaukum Valley 1000 


(ex-Hetch Hetchy $4), 2-8-2, and 
caboose 04 were reported seen 
heading south out of Portland, 
Oregon for an unannounced des- 
tination—Hill, Roberts, Farrow 


pee 


SPNG 22 Stationary 
At Bayshore Shops 


Local fans were quite surprised 
to see Southern Pacfic’s narrow 
gauge engine 22 being used as sta- 
tionary boiler at the Bayshore 
Shops replacing NWP 113. The 
22, a 3 foot 4-6-0, is nicely paint- 
ed and has been set up on a few 
lengths of narrow guage track. 
The NWP 113 has been put 
through the locomotive shops ap- 
parently headed back for active 
service. 





(Sec. 562, P.L.&R.) 
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502 N. Claremont Street 
San Mateo, California 





